-
ANNUAL REPORT
2023

Okefenokee Alliance for the Homeless, Inc.

www.oathnsega.org tel: 912-816-4399

115 Albany Avenue, Waycross, GA 31501



Our mission is to meet the needs of the

homeless and precariously housed through a
continuum of care that leads to self-sufficiency.

The Okefenokee Alliance for the Homeless, Inc. (OATH) is a not-for-profit
organization founded to fill the service gap that exists for the homeless in Ware,
Pierce, and Brantley Counties.

We believe everyone deserves a home.

Homelessness is the result of a multitude of issues culminating over time - it
does not happen instantaneously, but instead evolves out of precipitating issues.
There is no single cause of homelessness, and there is no single, simple solution.
We serve single women with children, single men with children, families, seniors,
and unaccompanied youth who lack safe and secure housing.

What we do.

Client service at OATH is multi-faceted and often involves street outreach and
resource sharing, food assistance, job placement, housing placement,
transportation, mental health services referrals, medical treatment referrals, and
assistance with applications to educational institutions. We also provide
toiletries, clothing, blankets, tents, socks, and basic necessity items; most of
which are generously donated. Clients who are homeless can receive their mail
at the office and get vouchers to have a hot shower and laundry vouchers to
wash their laundry. OATH offers its clients hot lunch daily. OATH also operates
a virtual second-hand store that receives donated household furnishings that are
utilized by our clients or sold to fund our operations. OATH's office is open
Monday through Thursday from 8 am until 5 pm.

In 2023, OATH served 511 individuals from its service area covering Ware, Pierce
and Brantley Counties: 171 children ages 0-17 years; 302 adults ages 18-59; and
38 seniors age 60+. OATH still works with 65 of those clients - 46 adults and 19
children and of those - 22 have no housing, 20 are couch surfing with others, 2
are in unlivable housing, and 2 are in a local men's shelter and the list grows daily.



OUR VISION

The staff and board of directors are committed to the cause of
ending homelessness. We are tirelessly working to find stable
and affordable housing so that everyone can find a home. Our
vision for the future includes a full-service day center where
homeless clients can receive a complete continuum of care that
includes shower and laundry facilities, meeting spaces for group
support and rehabilitative classes aimed at providing the
necessary life skills to permanently transition out of

homelessness.
Our longer-term goal is to operate a shelter to provide a temporary living space to individuals
and families who are experiencing homelessness as we work to place them in long-term
housing solutions.

We believe that through collaboration with community partners this dream is attainable. OATH
works with collaboratively with other agencies to help serve our clients, including Unison
Behavioral Health, Pierce, Ware, and Brantley
Family Connections, Sycamore Tree, City of
Waycross, Magnolia House Shelter, Memorial
Satilla Health, and many churches, civic groups,
and community service agencies. We are
continually seeking additional partners with whom
we can work to serve the needs of the homeless.

Board member Renee Martin and dance partner Dantay Cooper accept the prize for most funds raised at the 2023

Dancing With the Southern Stars competition.

Niki Spivey reports live from
the storm shelter OATH
operated with the City of

Waycross during Hurricane
ldalia.
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Niki Spivey, Interim Executive Director; Abby Horne, Assistant

Ken Taft, Chair; Kim Gibson, Vice-Chair; Renee Martin, Secretary;
Patricia Hall, Treasurer; Rev. Kit Brinson, Dawn Deen, Sarah Jumper,
Shonda Miller, Sandra Osburn, Gail Seifert, Patrick Simmons

$155,254
$121,759



